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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to an apparatus for testing composite materials, and, 
more particularly to a dynamic interphase-loading apparatus for testing composite materials and a 
method of using the same. 

B. Description of the Related Art 

Recent studies of composite materials show that the properties of the resin at the fiber/matrix 
interface region are different than those of the bulk resin. The fiber/matrix region forms during 
processing of the resin and is known as the interphase. Fiber/matrix interphase properties play an 
important role on the performance of the composite. Modification of the interphase could change 
the modes of failure and energy-absorption characteristics. Therefore, significant efforts have been 
directed at developing a fundamental understanding of the role of interphase. In order to properly 
understand interphase, one must first be able to accurately test the mechanical properties of the 
interphase. 

Several macromechanical testing techniques have been developed to test the ballistic and 
impact properties of the composites under dynamic loading conditions (i.e., under high strain rates), 
as well as quasi-static loading conditions. As shown in Fig. 1(a), such dynamic macromechanical 
testing techniques include the Hopkinson bar, gas gun, plate impact, and weight drop techniques. 
As shown in Fig. 1(b), macromechanical test techniques, such as short beam shear and flexural 
bending, have been used to characterize interphase under quasi-static conditions. However, these 
techniques fail to directly obtain interphase-related data or to isolate the effects of interphase because 
mechanical loading applied to the composite induces complex stress states within the fiber/matrix 
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interphase that are not well defined. Thus, these techniques provide useful but qualitative 
information about interphase. 

Micromechanical testing techniques that can directly characterize the interphase properties 
have been developed, but are limited to testing interphase properties under quasi-static loading 
conditions. As shown in Fig. 1(c), such micromechanical techniques include the single fiber 
fragmentation, fiber pull-out, and microindentation techniques. 

Thus, there is a need for a new micromechanical test technique that can directly characterize 
the interphase properties under dynamic (high-strain rate) loading conditions. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the invention is to provide a micromechanical testing technique that obtains 
interphase-related data under quasi-static and dynamic (high-strain rate and fatigue) loading 
conditions. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an apparatus that permits directly testing of the 
interfacial shear strength, energy absorbing capability, shear stress (i)-shear strain (5 ) behavior and 
elastic modulus and durability (fatigue life, residual strength after fatigue loading or exposure to a 
hot, wet environment) of various-sized fiber/matrix systems under quasi-static and dynamic (high 
strain rate) loading conditions. 

A still further object of the invention is provide a testing apparatus and method that 
overcomes the problems associated with the related art. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be set forth in part in the description 
which follows, and in part will be obvious from the description, or may be learned by practice of the 
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invention. The objects and advantages of the invention will be realized and attained by means of the 
elements and combinations particularly pointed out in the appended claims. 

To achieve the objects and in accordance with the purpose of the invention, as embodied and 
broadly described herein, the invention comprises a dynamic interphase-loading apparatus (DILA) 
for testing the mechanical properties of an interphase region of a fiber/matrix composite under quasi- 
static to dynamic loading conditions, the apparatus comprising: means for providing a quasi-static 
to dynamic load to the fiber/matrix interphase; means for continuously monitoring the load applied 
to the fiber/matrix composite and providing a signal representative thereof; means for continuously 
monitoring the displacement of the interphase of the fiber/matrix composite and providing a signal 
representative thereof; means for forming various inputs signal to activate the piezoelectric actuator 
and to generate various displacement rates; and a computing means for receiving the load signal from 
the load monitoring means, for receiving the displacement signal from the displacement monitoring 
means, and for providing an input signal to the piezoelectric actuator, the computing means having 
a memory means connected to a processing means, wherein the processing means stores the load 
signal in the memory means, generates the input signal supplied to the piezoelectric actuator, and 
generates information representing the mechanical properties of the interphase of the fiber/matrix 
composite. 

To further achieve the objects, the present invention comprises a method for testing the 
mechanical properties of an interphase region of a fiber/matrix composite under quasi-static to 
dynamic loading conditions, the method comprising the steps of: using a diamond tip as a probe to 
load the interphase; providing a quasi-static to dynamic load to the fiber/matrix interphase; 
debonding the fiber from the matrix at the interphase region and eventually pushing the fiber out 
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from matrix; continuously monitoring the load applied to the fiber/matrix composite and providing 
a signal representative thereof; continuously monitoring the displacement of the interphase of the 
fiber/matrix composite and providing a signal representative thereof; receiving the load signal and 
the displacement signals in a computing means having a memory means connected to a processing 
means; providing a control signal to the piezoelectric actuator, via the computing means; and using 
the processing means of the computing means to store the load signal in the memory means, generate 
the control signal supplied to the piezoelectric actuator, and generate information representing the 
mechanical properties of the interphase of the fiber/matrix composite. 

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general description and the following detailed 
description are exemplary and explanatory only and are not restrictive of the invention, as claimed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and constitute a part of this 
specification, illustrate one embodiment of the invention and together with the description, serve to 
explain the principles of the invention. In the drawings: 

Figs. 1(a) through 1(c) are block diagrams showing conventional test methods used to 
characterize the mechanical properties of the interphase; 

Fig. 1(d) is a block diagram showing a test method used to characterize the mechanical 
properties of the interphase, in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram of a dynamic interphase-loading apparatus (DILA) in accordance 
with the preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 3 is a graph showing the force versus the displacement of the fiber/matrix interphase 
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obtained using the dynamic interphase-loading apparatus of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a graph showing the signal generated (force versus time) by a load cell amplifier of 
the dynamic interphase-loading apparatus of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 5 is a graph showing the signal generated (displacement versus time) by a piezoelectric 
actuator of the dynamic interphase-loading apparatus of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 6 is a graph showing the response signal generated (displacement versus time) by the 
piezoelectric stack assemblies of the dynamic interphase-loading apparatus of Fig. 2; and 

Fig. 7 is an exploded view showing the test configuration and a micro-debonding process of 
an interphase of a fiber/matrix composite using the dynamic interphase-loading apparatus of Fig. 2. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Reference will now be made in detail to the present preferred embodiment of the invention, 
an example of which is illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Wherever possible, the same 
reference numbers will be used throughout the drawings to refer to the same or like parts. 

The present invention is drawn broadly to a dynamic interphase-loading apparatus (DILA) 
that measures interphase properties under dynamic (high-strain rate and fatigue) as well as quasi- 
static loading conditions. The apparatus uses a method based upon the debonding of a fiber from 
a matrix at the interphase region. The method permits determination of, for example, the interfacial 
shear strength shear stress-strain response, and energy absorbing capability of various sized 
fiber/matrix interphase systems under quasi-static and high-strain-rate loading conditions. 
Additionally, the method allows characterizing the durability of the fiber/matrix interphase. Medium 
or high frequency fatigue behavior (fatigue life and residual strength after fatigue loading) or 
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hygrothermal durability of the interphase can also be qualified using the DILA. 

More specifically, as shown in Fig. 2, the present invention comprises a dynamic interphase- 
loading apparatus 10 for testing the mechanical properties of an interphase region of a fiber/matrix 
composite 1 1 . Apparatus 10 generally comprises a piezoelectric (PZT) displacement actuator 14 for 
providing a load to fiber/matrix composite 1 1 under quasi-static and dynamic (high strain rates and 
fatigue) loading conditions. Apparatus 10 further comprises a piezo load cell 12 connected to an 
amplifier 20 for monitoring the load applied to fiber/matrix interphase 1 1 and providing a signal 22 
representative thereof. Piezoelectric actuator 14 includes a strain gauge bridge 60 for monitoring 
the displacement of the interphase of fiber/matrix composite 11 and providing a signal 26 
representative thereof. Strain gauge signal 26 connects to a piezo monitor device 28. The piezo 
monitor device 28 is a voltage supply that conditions the strain gauge signal 26 and then provides 
a signal 3 1 representative of displacement. Finally, apparatus 10 comprises a computing means 24 
for receiving load signal 22 from load cell 12, for receiving displacement signal 31 from piezo 
monitor device 28, and for providing a control signal to piezoelectric actuator 14. Computing means 
24 has a memory means 46 connected to a processing means 48. Processing means 48 stores load 
signal 22 and displacement signal 3 1 in memory means 46, generates the control signal supplied to 
piezoelectric actuator 14, and generates information representing the mechanical properties of the 
interphase of the fiber/matrix composite 1 1 . Computing means 24 sends the mechanical properties 
information to a display means 36 for display and analysis. 

As embodied herein, fiber/matrix composite 11 is preferably analyzed with a video 
microscope 16. Video microscope 16 provides a signal representing the image of fiber/matrix 
composite 1 1 to a specimen monitor 18. Specimen monitor 18 visually displays the microscopic 
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image of fiber/matrix composite 11 for a user of apparatus 10. 

Computing means 24 preferably comprises a typical microprocessor-based computing device 
such as an IBM-compatible personal computer. Computing means 24 further comprises a processing 
means 46 such as a conventional microprocessor, and a memory means 48 such as a conventional 
computer-readable memory capable of being encoded with software programs. The software 
program preferably used with the present invention is LabVIEW manufactured by National 
Instruments™ Corporation of Austin, Texas. LabVIEW is a graphical programming development 
environment based on the G programming language for data acquisition and control, data analysis, 
and data presentation. 

Since piezoelectric components generate large forces within a short response time, this fast 
expansion capability of piezoelectric actuator 14 is used to load the interphase region of fiber/matrix 
composite 1 1 under high strain-rate conditions. The response of piezoelectric actuator 14 is related 
to the form of the given input signal to piezoelectric actuator 14 and also the power output of a 
piezo-driven power amplifier 40. The present invention also makes use of a high-power amplifier 
40 (typically having at least a 5 00- watt peak output power) in conjunction with piezoelectric actuator 
14. High-power amplifier 40 enables piezoelectric stack assembly 14 to generate a high rate of 
displacement, typically in the range of quasi-static to 4500 jam/sec displacement rates, and to exert 
forces up to one ton. Fig. 7 shows the displacement response of the piezo as a function of time. 
Experiments are repeatable even for high displacement rates, since the response of piezoelectric 
actuator 14 preferably does not change from test to test. 

v To vary the rate of interphase loading, the fi^m of the input is changed. The desired input 


sfeHal is generated using a stored in memora^neans 46 and the generated signal 32 is stored in 
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memory of waveform generator 38. The store^ r signal 32 is used as an input signal to drive 
piezoelectric actuator 14 via power amplifie^40. During a test, a diamond tip 50 (as shown in Fig. 
7), attached to piezoelectric stack assembly 14, is positioned at the center of selected fiber 52 using 
an x-y-z positioning system, video microscope 16, and specimen monitor 18. Once the contact is 
made between the diamond and fiber 52, the system is triggered using the triggering function 
of waveform generator 3*8 to send input to piezoelectric actuator 14. Piezoelectric stack assembly 
14 provides a load En;o the interphase of fiber/matrix composite 11. As shown in Fig. 8, load F 
causes a fiber SI to detach from a matrix 54 of fiber/matrix composite 11, and to eventually be 
pushed out from matrix 54. Displacement of diamond tip 50 and change in load F is continuously 
monito^u during the test using high frequency data acquisition system 24. 

Fig. 3 is a graph showing the load versus the displacement of the interphase using dynamic 
interphase-loading apparatus (DILA) 10. Fig. 4 is a graph showing the signal generated 
displacement versus time) by piezo monitor 28 of the dynamic interphase-loading apparatus. Fig. 
5 is a graph showing the signal generated (load versus time) by load cell amplifier 20 of the dynamic 
interphase-loading apparatus. Fig. 6 is a graph showing the signal generated (displacement versus 
time) by strain gauge bridge 60 of the dynamic interphase-loading apparatus. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifications and variations can be 
made in the dynamic interphase-loading apparatus of the present invention and in construction of 
this apparatus without departing from the scope or spirit of the invention. As an example, the 
dynamic interphase-loading apparatus may be used to measure the micro- and nano-mechanical 
properties of thin-film coatings at different loading rates. Also, an environment control can be used 
with the DILA apparatus to determine the durability of the interphase properties or the effects of the 
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service conditions on it. For this purpose, a hot stage and humidity chamber 100 can be included 
with the DILA to expose the interphase to hydrothermal (hot and wet) conditions. 

Other embodiments of the invention will be apparent to those skilled in the art from 
consideration of the specification and practice of the invention disclosed herein. It is intended that 
the specification and examples be considered as exemplary only, with a true scope and spirit of the 
invention being indicated by the following claims. 
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